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Impact of Geography on Latin America

SS6G1, SS6G3
Today, most people in Latin America live in cities.  Mexico City is one of the most populated cities in the world.  Many of Latin America’s major cities have grown up very close to major rivers and oceanic coastlines.  For hundreds of years, the Amazon River has served as a major water way for people in northern and central South America.  Larger populations and industries exist in cities and along rivers that provide access to travel and trade and which produce fertile land (or arable land) for vegetation and agriculture.  

By contrast, extremely mountainous and isolated regions, such as the higher elevations of the Andes and the interior of the Amazon Rainforest, tend to have smaller and more primitive populations.

Geography’s impact on Mexico

Many of Mexico’s cities lie within the Mexican plateau.  This region covers much of northern and central Mexico and is surrounded by Mexico’s vast mountain ranges.  It is mostly desert, limiting farming in the region.  More fertile territory exists further south, closer to Mexico’s border with Central America.  Mexico’s most profitable natural resource is oil.  Oil exports produce the bulk of Mexico’s foreign revenue.  Mexico benefits from close proximity to developed trading partners.  Free trade agreements with wealthy nations, like the United States and Canada, have helped Mexico develop more business than many other Latin American nations.

Geography’s impact on Venezuela

Venezuela also exports a large amount of oil.  It is Venezuela’s most important natural resource.  Venezuela depends on oil exports to produce most of its revenue.  However, venezu3ela’s climate allows it to export various agricultural products, too.  Among these products are wheat, soybeans, corn and cotton.  Venezuela’s cotton crops continue to the production of textiles as well.  That means they not only grow the cotton but they process it and manufacture the finished products, too.
Geography’s impact on Brazil

Brazil is the largest nation in South America.  However, because much of the country is covered by the dense Amazon Rainforest, most of the nation’s population and cities lie in its eastern and southern regions.  The Amazon River and its tributaries connect the interior of the country to the Atlantic Ocean.

Brazil has many fertile regions, making it an abundant provider of agricultural products.  Some of its main products are coffee, soybeans, and orange juice.  Meanwhile, the warm climate and beautiful beaches allow cities like Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro to attract huge amounts of tourism and businesses.

Geography’s impact on Cuba
Cuba is a small, island nation.  It has fewer national resources than many larger nations.  It depends heavily on imports from other countries.  Due to political differences, the United States has refused to trade with or allow its citizens to visit Cuba for almost fifty years.  
Cuba’s tropical climate makes it a popular spot for tourist.  However, the fact that US citizens are now allowed to visit Cuba prevents the country from profiting from tourism in the way it could if the United States were to change its policies.  

Cuba is rich in nickel.  It exports nickel to various countries.  Recently, Cuba has also discovered rich oil deposits offshore.  Since US laws prevent many US oil companies from drilling off the Florida coast, Cuba could potentially benefit from much of these available oil supplies.
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