Name: _______________________

 “The Fall of the Aztec & Inca Empires”

1. Briefly describe the following people:
	Person
	Description

	Hernan Cortes
	Spanish conquistador, Born 1485 in Spain, Died 1547 in Spain, Conquered Aztec empire, Renamed Aztec empire to New Spain, Swerved as Governor General of New Spain, wealthy man after defeated Aztec empire.

	Montezuma II
	Emperor of Aztec empire, Born 1466 in Tenochtitlan, Died 1520 in Tenochtitlan, Believed in human sacrificing, Mistakenly thought Cortez was an important Aztec God, Aztec empire wiped out by diseases brought from Europe. 

	Francisco Pizarro
	Born 1471 in Spain, Died 1541 in Peru, Conquered the Inca empire, kidnapped Atahualpa, Killed Atahualpa and kept the gold, governor of Peru, Pizarro’s conquest of Peru opened south America to Spanish rule

	Atahualpa
	Ruler of the Inca empire, Born 1502 in Cuzco, Died 1533 in Peru, held hostage by Pizarro, owner of lots of gold


2. Define conquistador: soldier-explorers who settled in the Americas in hopes of finding treasure
3.  Fill in the diagram below to show the reasons Cortes was able to conquer the Aztec.

	1.

Use of Spanish horses and guns

	2.  Mayan woman gave Cortes inside scoop on the Aztec empire and helped him form alliances against Montezuma
	3.

Diseases killed more Aztecs than Spanish swords
	4.

Montezuma believed Cortes to be an important Aztec god



	Cortes conquers the Aztec.


4. How might the history of the Aztec people be different without the legend of the Aztec god Quetzalcoatl?  
5. Why were the Aztec and Inca so easily defeated by smaller Spanish forces?

6. Imagine that you are an Inca seeing a Spanish conquistador for the first time. Write a journal entry that describes what you have observed. (1 paragraph)
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