What is a map?

I. Globes and Maps

· To learn about the Earth two tools you can use are _____________ and _____________. 

· A globe is a model of the planet Earth as if seeing it from outer space. A globe is round and shows ________________ and _______________. There are seven continents on Earth and four oceans.

· A map is a _____________ of the Earth shown on a flat surface. Maps are useful because you can carry them with you.
· Label the map below with the seven continents and four oceans:


II. Elements on a Map

· The ______________ tells you the purpose of the map.

· The ______________ shows you what symbols on the map mean.

· The ________________________ is a directional arrow that shows cardinal and sometimes intermediate directions on a map.

· The ______________ is shown in both standard and metric measurements and show distance between objects on the map.

· The ____________________ is a smaller map that shows a “larger” area of land around the map. 
III. Using the Map Key

· The _______________ or _________________ will tell you what those symbols mean.

· For example, the map key might tell you that a dot stands for a ________________. 

· The key might also indicate that a black line represents a _______________________.

· It might show you how to identify a _________________ with a blue line. 
· Create your own map key below with 4 symbols:

IV. Why So Many Maps?
· Different ____________________ (map-makers) use different __________  ________________, 

· Another reason for having different maps is that they can be created to represent different ______________ of the same places.
· List below the similarities and differences between a political and physical map:
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V. Map Scale

· The map scale is used to show the relationship of ________________ shown on the map to _______________ distance on the Earth.
· Use the map below to estimate distance using a map scale:


1. What is the distance from Washington, D.C. to Los Angeles?
2. What is the distance from Mexico City to Los Angeles?

3. What is the distance from Ottawa to Vancouver?

4. What is the distance from New York to Mexico City?

VI. The Coordinate System: Latitude and Longitude

· On many maps you see crisscrossing lines with numbers by them. These lines and numbers form a grid system that allows us to describe the _________________, or exact, location of any place on Earth. 
· The lines running east to west around the Earth are called lines of _________________. They measure degrees north and south of the _________________.

· The lines running north to south around the Earth are called line of ________________. They measure degrees east and west of the _________________________.
